
Five Unhurried Days in Jaipur: Forts, 
Bazaars and Thalis with the Family
Jaipur, Rajasthan — The Pink City

A moderate-paced week built around the classic Pink City circuit but spread out enough that 
grandparents, kids and everyone in between actually enjoy it rather than race through it. Mornings are 
reserved for forts and monuments before the heat and crowds build, afternoons ease into bazaars 
and food, and evenings close with a sunset point or a cultural evening out.

Suits: Multi-generational Indian families or groups of friends who want the core Jaipur sights done properly, with 
buffer time for slower knees, bazaar haggling, and long vegetarian lunches.

What it costs, per person
Stay: Rs 11,200   ·   Food: Rs 3,720   ·   Local transport: Rs 1,800   ·   Tickets: Rs 1,440   ·   Total: Rs 18,160

Day 1 · Pink City First Impressions
Hawa Mahal, City Palace, Jantar Mantar and the Johari Bazaar

07:00  Sunrise photo stop at Hawa Mahal exterior
The road facing Hawa Mahal is emptiest and the light best right after sunrise, before tour buses and traffic arrive. 
Photograph the five-storey lattice facade from the street; no need to enter yet since the interior opens at 9am.
Hawa Mahal, Badi Choupad  ·  30 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Cab or auto from hotel in Bani Park, approx 15 min, approx 100-150 INR
With family: Traffic is light this early which makes it a good, calm start for kids and older family members.

09:00  Hawa Mahal interior visit
The interior is bare and quick, mostly narrow staircases leading to the honeycomb windows. Reasonable for 
most fitness levels but the stairwells are tight, so go slowly with children or elderly parents.
Hawa Mahal  ·  45 min  ·  Rs 50  ·  Same location, no travel needed
With family: Narrow stairs inside; not ideal for anyone with serious mobility issues, but manageable for most.

10:00  City Palace complex
A working royal palace with courtyards, a costume museum and armoury; flat walking throughout across several 
open courtyards, making it comfortable for grandparents compared to the forts later in the trip.
City Palace, 800m from Hawa Mahal  ·  120 min  ·  Rs 300  ·  Walk, approx 10 min, free
With family: Flat and shaded in parts; a good stop for elderly members who found the fort climbs tiring on other days.

12:15  Jantar Mantar observatory
A UNESCO-listed collection of giant stone astronomical instruments right next to City Palace, including the 
world's largest sundial. More engaging with someone who can explain the instruments; otherwise a brisk 45-60 
minute walk-through is enough.
Jantar Mantar, adjacent to City Palace  ·  60 min  ·  Rs 50  ·  Walk, approx 5 min, free
With family: Little shade here at midday; carry water and hats if visiting in warmer months.

14:30  Johari Bazaar shopping and wander
Jaipur's main jewellery and gemstone bazaar, also good for a general old-city wander. Fix a rough price before 
bargaining, and skip anyone who claims to be from a 'government emporium' near the entrance.
Johari Bazaar  ·  120 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Walk, approx 10-15 min, free
With family: Lanes are crowded with scooters and cows; hold small children's hands at all times here.

Where to eat
Breakfast: Pyaaz kachori and jalebi from a street stall near Hawa Mahal — Near Hawa Mahal / Johari Bazaar 

(Rs 120)
Lunch: Rajasthani thali with dal-baati-churma and gatte ki sabzi — Restaurant on Johari Bazaar or MI Road 

(Rs 350)
Dinner: Sit-down Rajasthani dinner near the hotel — Bani Park / C-Scheme area restaurant (Rs 400)

Where to stay
Umaid Bhawan Heritage Style Boutique Hotel, Bani Park — Rs 2,800 a night. Central, heritage-styled, and 
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close enough to the old city to make Day 1's walking loop easy without a long transfer back.

Save a little: Skip the paid Hawa Mahal interior if the family is short on time; the street-side photo is genuinely the 
highlight and it's free.
Day total, per person: Rs 1,570

Day 2 · The Hill Forts: Amer, Jaigarh and Sunset at Nahargarh
A full day out of the old city on the Aravalli hills

07:30  Jal Mahal photo stop
A five-minute roadside stop to photograph the palace floating on Man Sagar Lake, on the way to Amer Fort. Not 
enterable, purely a viewpoint.
Man Sagar Lake, on the Amer road  ·  15 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Car with driver from hotel, approx 20 min
With family: Quick stop only; no need to get out of the car if elderly members prefer to stay seated.

08:00  Amer Fort
Arrive at opening time to beat both the heat and the tour-bus crowds. The walk up involves a steady climb and 
several flights of stairs inside the Sheesh Mahal; the mirror-inlaid hall itself is the highlight.
Amer Fort, 11 km from city centre  ·  150 min  ·  Rs 100  ·  Car with driver, approx 10 min
With family: Consider the jeep ride up rather than walking or the elephant ride, especially for anyone with knee trouble; 
budget extra time for stairs.

10:45  Jaigarh Fort
Connected to Amer by a covered walkway on the hill above, home to Jaivana, reputed to be the world's largest 
wheeled cannon, with good views down over Amer and the lake.
Jaigarh Fort, above Amer Fort  ·  60 min  ·  Rs 100  ·  Walk via covered walkway or short drive, approx 10 min
With family: More open ground and fewer stairs than Amer's inner palace, generally easier for tired legs.

16:00  Nahargarh Fort at sunset
Jaipur's best-known sunset viewpoint over the city, less crowded than Amer, with a couple of restaurants inside if 
the family wants to linger past the view itself.
Nahargarh Fort, Aravalli hills above the city  ·  90 min  ·  Rs 50  ·  Car with driver, approx 30-40 min from Amer area
With family: Closes 17:30, so time the drive to arrive with enough daylight left for the view; some uneven ground near the 
ramparts.

Where to eat
Breakfast: Simple hotel breakfast before the early start — Hotel, Bani Park (Rs 150)
Lunch: Thali or laal maas at a restaurant near Amer town — Amer (Rs 350)
Dinner: Dinner at one of Nahargarh's in-fort restaurants or back in the city — Nahargarh Fort or city centre (Rs 

400)

Where to stay
Umaid Bhawan Heritage Style Boutique Hotel, Bani Park — Rs 2,800 a night. Same base as Day 1 avoids re-

packing for a one-night hop, useful given the early start and late return today.

Save a little: Hiring one car with driver for the whole day (roughly 1500-2500 total, split across the group) works out 
cheaper per person than three separate auto or cab legs to Amer, Jaigarh and Nahargarh.
Day total, per person: Rs 1,650

Day 3 · Museums, a Temple, and a Rajasthani Evening Out
Albert Hall, Birla Mandir, Bapu Bazaar and Chokhi Dhani

09:30  Albert Hall Museum
Jaipur's oldest museum in an Indo-Saracenic building, with miniature paintings, metalwork, carpets and an 
Egyptian mummy. A good indoor stop that's easy on the legs after two heavier fort days.
Albert Hall Museum, Ram Niwas Garden  ·  60 min  ·  Rs 40  ·  Cab from hotel, approx 15 min, approx 120-150 INR
With family: Fully indoor and mostly flat, a comfortable option for elderly members if the weather is hot.

11:00  Birla Mandir
A calm, white marble temple with clean grounds and city views, notably less crowded than the main monument 
circuit. A good pace-slower after the museum.
Birla Mandir  ·  45 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Cab or auto, approx 15 min, approx 100-150 INR
With family: Remove shoes at entry; there's a short flight of steps up to the temple platform.
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15:00  Bapu Bazaar shopping
The old city's textile and footwear bazaar, good for block prints, juttis and general souvenirs. Bargaining is 
expected; many shops close on Sundays, so swap this for MI Road shopping if Day 3 falls on a Sunday.
Bapu Bazaar  ·  120 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Cab or auto, approx 15 min, approx 100-150 INR
With family: Crowded, narrow lanes; keep an eye on children and watch for scooters weaving through foot traffic.

18:00  Evening at Chokhi Dhani
An ethnic-village theme resort on the city outskirts with folk performances, camel and bullock cart rides, puppet 
shows and an unlimited traditional thali dinner included in the ticket price. Touristy but reliably a hit with children.
Chokhi Dhani, outskirts of Jaipur  ·  180 min  ·  Rs 700  ·  Cab, approx 30-40 min, approx 150-200 INR
With family: Dinner is included in the ticket, so no separate dinner cost tonight; ride queues can be long on weekends.

Where to eat
Breakfast: Hotel breakfast — Hotel (Rs 150)
Lunch: Light thali before the museum circuit — Near Ram Niwas Garden (Rs 350)
Dinner: Unlimited traditional thali included in the Chokhi Dhani ticket — Chokhi Dhani (Rs 0)

Where to stay
Umaid Bhawan Heritage Style Boutique Hotel, Bani Park — Rs 2,800 a night. Continuing at the same base 

keeps logistics simple for the late return from Chokhi Dhani.

Save a little: Book Chokhi Dhani tickets online ahead of time; walk-in prices at the gate can run higher, especially on 
weekends.
Day total, per person: Rs 1,640

Day 4 · A Slower Day: Gardens, Street Food and Downtime
Sisodia Rani Garden, an old-city food walk, and rest

09:00  Sisodia Rani Garden
A quieter, multi-tiered Mughal-style garden with fountains and painted pavilions, far less crowded than the main 
circuit. A good deliberate slow-down after three fuller days.
Sisodia Rani Garden  ·  45 min  ·  Rs 50  ·  Car or cab from hotel, approx 25 min, approx 150-200 INR
With family: Mostly flat paths and benches; comfortable for grandparents wanting to sit and enjoy the fountains rather than 
walk much.

11:00  Old city street food walk
A self-guided or informally guided tasting stop through Johari Bazaar and MI Road for pyaaz kachori, mirchi 
bada and a glass of the famous Lassiwala lassi. Order small portions and share across the group to try more.
Johari Bazaar / MI Road  ·  90 min  ·  Rs 350  ·  Cab back into the old city, approx 25 min, approx 150-200 INR
With family: Street stalls can be crowded around midday; if anyone in the family has a sensitive stomach, stick to stalls with 
visible turnover and hot, fresh frying.

14:00  Downtime at the hotel
A deliberate gap in the day with no sightseeing, useful for a nap, pool time, or laundry sorting before the last full 
day tomorrow.
Hotel, Bani Park  ·  120 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Cab back to hotel, approx 15 min
With family: Genuinely optional; useful buffer if the earlier days ran long or if anyone in the group is feeling the heat or the 
pace.

17:00  Evening stroll and last-minute shopping
A relaxed evening walk along MI Road or back through Bapu Bazaar for any souvenirs missed earlier in the trip, 
closing with an easy sit-down dinner.
MI Road / Bapu Bazaar  ·  90 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Cab or auto, approx 15 min, approx 100-150 INR
With family: Wind down street wandering by 9-10pm; the lanes get quieter but less well-lit later in the evening.

Where to eat
Breakfast: Hotel breakfast — Hotel (Rs 150)
Lunch: Covered by the street food walk tastings — Johari Bazaar / MI Road (Rs 0)
Dinner: Sit-down Rajasthani or North Indian dinner — MI Road restaurant (Rs 450)

Where to stay
Umaid Bhawan Heritage Style Boutique Hotel, Bani Park — Rs 2,800 a night. Final full night at the same hotel 

keeps the last day's logistics simple ahead of departure.

Save a little: Treat the street food walk as lunch itself rather than paying for a separate sit-down meal; it's cheaper and 
arguably more memorable.
Day total, per person: Rs 1,300
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Day 5 · Easy Morning and Departure
Last souvenirs and a relaxed send-off

09:00  Final souvenir shopping
A last, unhurried pass through Bapu Bazaar for juttis, block-print textiles or gifts; swap for MI Road shops if it 
happens to be a Sunday since many Bapu Bazaar shops close then.
Bapu Bazaar or MI Road  ·  90 min  ·  Rs 0  ·  Cab or auto from hotel, approx 15 min, approx 100-150 INR
With family: Keep this light and unhurried; it's a good buffer if packing or checkout ran late.

11:00  Leisurely lunch before departure
A relaxed final sit-down meal, ideally somewhere central so the transfer to the airport or station is short 
afterward.
Central Jaipur restaurant  ·  60 min  ·  Rs 350  ·  Walk or short cab, approx 10 min
With family: Choose a restaurant close to the hotel or transfer route to avoid rushing with luggage.

13:00  Transfer to airport or railway station
Jaipur airport is about 25 minutes from the city centre; Jaipur Junction is more central. Build in extra buffer time if 
travelling during peak traffic hours.
Jaipur International Airport / Jaipur Junction  ·  40 min  ·  Rs 300  ·  Cab, approx 25-40 min depending on destination
With family: Keep tickets, IDs and any bazaar purchases (especially loose gemstones) easily accessible for security checks.

Where to eat
Breakfast: Hotel breakfast before checkout — Hotel (Rs 150)
Lunch: Final sit-down thali or North Indian meal — Central Jaipur (Rs 350)

Where to stay
Not applicable - departure day — Rs 0 a night. Checkout in the morning; no further night booked.

Save a little: Pre-book the airport or station cab the evening before rather than hailing one last-minute, since fares 
near checkout time can run higher.
Day total, per person: Rs 800

Pack for this trip
•  Comfortable walking shoes for the Amer/Jaigarh climb and old-city cobblestones
•  A hat, sunglasses and reusable water bottle, especially if travelling outside the Oct-Mar window
•  A light stole or scarf for temple visits (Birla Mandir) and modest dressing at City Palace
•  A small day bag for bazaar purchases so hands stay free for holding children's hands

Stay safe
•  Hold small children's hands at all times in old-city lanes and bazaars, where scooters, hand-carts and cows 

share the same narrow space
•  Amer Fort involves a steady uphill walk and several flights of stairs; consider the jeep up rather than walking 

or the elephant ride for anyone with knee trouble
•  Ignore anyone near a monument gate claiming it is 'closed' or steering you to a 'government emporium' for 

gems or fabric; these are commission setups
•  Wind down street wandering in tourist areas by 9-10pm even though the areas are generally safe
•  Always insist on the meter or a fixed fare before boarding an auto near Hawa Mahal or Amer Fort

Local courtesies
•  Remove shoes before entering temples such as Birla Mandir
•  Bargaining is expected in Johari and Bapu Bazaar; have a rough price in mind before you start
•  Jain or onion-garlic-free requests are completely normal here and easy to make at any restaurant
•  Dress modestly at temples and the City Palace's more formal courtyards, covering shoulders and knees

If it rains
•  Swap Nahargarh's sunset viewpoint for Albert Hall Museum, which is fully indoor
•  City Palace's covered courtyards and museum galleries work well as a wet-weather substitute for outdoor 

bazaar time
•  Chokhi Dhani has covered seating areas for the folk performances and dining, so it's largely rain-proof
•  Old-city bazaars get slippery and more congested in rain; consider a cab door-to-door instead of walking 

between shops
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