Three Days in Agra: Marble, Forts and

Mughlal Evenings

Agra, Uttar Pradesh — City of the Taj

A relaxed family loop through Agra's big three (Taj, Fort, Fatehpur Sikri) built around cool-hour visits,
long lunches and an evening bazaar walk each day. Paced for grandparents and small kids alike, with
rest breaks built into the hottest part of each afternoon.

Suits: Mid-range Indian families and friend groups who want the classic Agra monuments done properly, without
rushing between gates or getting stung by tout pricing.

What it costs, per person
Stay: Rs 8,250 Food: Rs 2,050 Local transport: Rs 1,370 Tickets: Rs 225 Total: Rs 11,895

Day 1 - The Taj, the Fort, and a Sunset Across the River

Mughal monuments and moonlight-garden views

06:00 Taj Mahal at opening

Enter at the East Gate right at opening time to catch the marble in soft early light and beat both the heat and the
crowds. Security is strict: no food, power banks or large bags allowed inside, so carry only water and a phone.
Note the Taj is closed on Fridays, so this plan assumes any other day of the week.

Taj Mahal, Taj East Gate - 150 min - Rs 50
With family: No vehicles are allowed up to the gate; you'll walk the last stretch or take a battery shuttle/tanga, which kids
usually enjoy. Long queues build up after 8am, so this early slot matters most for elderly members who can't stand in heat.

08:45 Local breakfast: bedai-aloo

Walk or take a short auto to a stall near Sadar Bazaar for the classic Agra breakfast of bedai (fried bread) with
spicy aloo sabzi, a local habit worth trying at least once.

Sadar Bazaar - 45 min - Rs 100 - Auto, 10 min, approx 80 INR

With family: Ask for a milder preparation for young children if the sabzi looks heavily spiced.

10:15 Agra Fort

The red sandstone fort rewards a guide or audio commentary since the courtyards and halls need context to
make real sense; consider hiring one at the entrance rather than a tout outside the gate. There's a distant view
of the Taj from within the fort walls.

Agra Fort - 120 min - Rs 40 - Auto, 15 min, approx 100 INR
With family: Uneven stone flooring and steps without handrails in places; pace this slowly for elderly parents and keep small
children close on the ramps.

13:00 Lunch and midday rest
Head back to the hotel or a nearby sit-down restaurant for a proper lunch and a break through the hottest part of
the day before heading out again in the late afternoon.

Near hotel, Fatehabad Road area - 90 min - Rs 250 - Auto, 15 min, approx 100 INR
With family: Skipping this rest window is the most common reason families with kids or grandparents feel wiped out by
evening.

16:30 Mehtab Bagh at sunset
This restored charbagh garden sits directly across the Yamuna from the Taj and was built for the emperor to
view his monument by moonlight; it's the best sunset spot in the city and an easy, flat walk for the whole family.

Mehtab Bagh - 60 min - Rs 30 - Auto, 20 min, approx 150 INR
With family: Flat, shaded paths, good for strollers and slow walkers; go 45 minutes before actual sunset to get a decent
viewing spot.

Where to eat
Breakfast: Bedai with aloo sabzi from a Sadar Bazaar stall — Sadar Bazaar (Rs 100)
Lunch: North Indian thali or curry-and-naan at a mid-range restaurant — Fatehabad Road (Rs 250)
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Howard Plaza - The Fern, Fatehabad Road — Rs 2,750 a night. Comfortable mid-range hotel a short drive
from the Taj East Gate, workable for families with children; price shown assumes double occupancy.

Save a little: Negotiate the auto fare before starting each hop rather than after; a Sadar Bazaar to Taj East Gate ride
should not cost more than 100-150 INR.
Day total, per person: Rs 3,890

Day 2 - Akbar's Lost Capital and the Quiet Baby Taj

Day trip to Fatehpur Sikri, then a calmer marble tomb back in the city

07:00 Full-day car hire to Fatehpur Sikri
Hire a car for the day rather than negotiating autos at every stop; it removes the stress of last-mile bargaining
near Fatehpur Sikri, where app-cab coverage thins out. The drive takes about 45 minutes each way.

Departing from hotel - 45 min - Rs 500
With family: Splitting a full-day car hire among the family group keeps this affordable and is far less tiring for grandparents
than repeated auto changes.

08:00 Fatehpur Sikri
Akbar's abandoned red sandstone capital, with courts, palaces and the towering Buland Darwaza gateway, built
and deserted within decades over water shortages. A local guide at the entrance is worth it to make sense of the

layout.

Fatehpur Sikri - 150 min - Rs 50 - Same hired car, included above
With family: Long stretches of uneven stone flooring and some steep steps at Buland Darwaza; carry water and pace this
one slowly for elderly members.

13:00 Lunch on the way back

Stop at a decent highway restaurant on the return drive for a sit-down meal before heading back into the city.
Agra-Fatehpur Sikriroad - 60 min - Rs 250 - Same hired car

15:30 Itmad-ud-Daulah (Baby Taj)
A smaller marble tomb on the far bank of the Yamuna, built a decade before the Taj and regarded as its
architectural rehearsal. It gets a fraction of the crowds, making it a good, calmer stop after a busy morning.

Itmad-ud-Daulah - 60 min - Rs 40 - Same hired car, drop here, approx 20 min from Agra city
With family: Much less walking than the Taj or the Fort, a good pick for anyone flagging by mid-afternoon.

18:00 Evening at Sadar Bazaar and Kinari Bazaar
Wind down with a walk through the markets for leather goods, marble handicrafts, jewellery and petha shopping;
bargain hard and treat marble-inlay authenticity claims with some scepticism.

Sadar Bazaar / Kinari Bazaar - 90 min - Rs 50 - Auto, 15 min, approx 100 INR
With family: Narrow lanes shared with cycle-rickshaws and the occasional stray cow at peak hours; keep small children close
by the hand.

Where to eat
Breakfast: Hotel breakfast before the early departure — Hotel (Rs 150)
Lunch: Thali or curry meal at a highway restaurant — Agra-Fatehpur Sikri road (Rs 250)
Dinner: Mughlai dinner or street food combo in the bazaar — Sadar Bazaar (Rs 300)

Where to stay
Howard Plaza - The Fern, Fatehabad Road — Rs 2,750 a night. Same hotel kept for convenience across the
trip, avoiding the hassle of checking in and out.

Save a little: Fix the full-day car hire rate with the hotel or a known operator before departure rather than agreeing at
the roadside; typical day rates for a small sedan are far lower than what a Fatehpur Sikri tout will first quote.
Day total, per person: Rs 4,090
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Day 3 - Tombs, Elephants and the Old City

A gentler day: green spaces, conservation, and a mosque-market walk

07:30 Akbar's Tomb, Sikandra

Akbar's own mausoleum deliberately blends Hindu, Islamic, Jain and Christian architectural elements, and the
large shaded grounds have deer roaming freely. It's a relaxed stop with benches, well suited to grandparents
who want greenery over another crowded monument.

Sikandra - 75 min - Rs 15 - Auto or cab, 20 min from city hotels, approx 150 INR

With family: Flat, shaded paths and few crowds, an easy morning for both toddlers and elderly members.

09:15 Wildlife SOS Elephant Conservation Centre

A rescue and rehabilitation centre for elephants freed from circuses and begging, near Sikandra. It's a good
change of pace from Mughal monuments and shows children conservation work rather than a performing-animal
show.

Near Sikandra - 90 min - Rs 0 - Auto, 15 min, approx 100 INR

With family: Mostly outdoor walking on flat ground; carry water and a hat since there's little shade in parts of the enclosure
paths.

12:00 Lunch

Sit-down lunch at a mid-range restaurant on the way back into the city before the afternoon's mosque and
market walk.

Near Sikandra-city road - 60 min - Rs 250 - Cab, 15 min, approx 120 INR

14:30 Jama Masjid and Kinari Bazaar walk
A large 17th-century mosque with striped marble and sandstone domes, built by Shah Jahan's daughter, sitting
right in the thick of the old city market. Pair it with a short walk through Kinari Bazaar right after for a last round
of shopping and petha buying.
Jama Masjid, Agra / Kinari Bazaar - 90 min - Rs 0 - Cab, 30 min, approx 200 INR
With family: Dress modestly and remove footwear at the mosque entrance; the surrounding lanes are crowded and narrow,
so keep children within arm's reach.
Where to eat

Breakfast: Hotel breakfast — Hotel (Rs 150)

Lunch: North Indian thali — Near Sikandra-city road (Rs 250)

Dinner: Final Mughlai dinner with petha for dessert — Sadar Bazaar (Rs 300)
Where to stay

Howard Plaza - The Fern, Fatehabad Road — Rs 2,750 a night. Last night at the same hotel, convenient for
an easy checkout before departure.
Save a little: Wildlife SOS has no fixed ticket price but appreciates a small donation; keep this flexible rather than
paying anything a tout outside quotes as an 'entry fee'.
Day total, per person: Rs 3,915

Pack for this trip

» Comfortable, closed walking shoes for uneven stone flooring at Agra Fort and Fatehpur Sikri

» A hat, sunglasses and refillable water bottle, since long stretches of the itinerary are outdoors with limited
shade

» A small transparent pouch for essentials, since large bags, food and power banks are not allowed inside the
Taj Mahal security check

* Modest clothing (shoulders and knees covered) for Jama Masjid and the tomb complexes

A light shawl or stole for early morning visits, especially at the 6am Taj Mahal slot in cooler months

Stay safe

» The Taj Mahal is closed on Fridays; do not plan a visit that day

 Touts and unofficial guides cluster right outside every monument gate; agree on any guide fee or shopping
stop in writing or verbally in front of a hotel staff member before accepting help

» No private vehicles or autos are allowed up to the Taj Mahal gates; expect a short walk or a battery shuttle/
tanga transfer

» Agra Fort and Fatehpur Sikri both have long uneven stone stretches and steps without handrails in places;
keep a slower pace and take breaks for elderly members

» Roads in Sadar Bazaar and Kinari Bazaar are narrow and shared with rickshaws, autos and stray cows; hold
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Local courtesies
» Remove footwear before entering the Jama Masjid and dress modestly (shoulders and knees covered)
» Bargain firmly but politely in the bazaars; quoted prices for handicrafts and petha are usually starting points
 Tipping guides and drivers a modest amount at the end of the day is customary, though not obligatory
» At smaller street stalls, it helps to clearly state Jain dietary requirements (no onion, no garlic, no root
vegetables) rather than assume it's understood

If it rains

 Shift outdoor time at Mehtab Bagh or Ram Bagh to a covered stop like Agra Fort's indoor halls or a Sadar
Bazaar shopping session instead

e Carry a compact umbrella or poncho since monsoon showers can be sudden and heavy

» Fatehpur Sikri's open courtyards get slippery when wet, so move more slowly and skip the higher, more
exposed sections if the stone is visibly wet

e Use a car or cab rather than an open auto for longer hops on rainy days to keep the group dry between stops
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